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Every American will be adversely af-

fected if we repeal the Affordable Care 
Act. Millions of Americans with dis-
abilities depend on access to quality, 
affordable health care and deserve to 
have their voices heard in the debate 
over our healthcare system. 

In fact, only one in five Americans, 
when polled, think we ought to repeal 
the Affordable Care Act without having 
a replacement. There is no replace-
ment. Sixty-four times they voted to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act. They 
still do not have a replacement. 

According to the CDC, 53 million 
Americans live with some form of dis-
ability. Were the Affordable Care Act 
to be repealed, insurers would again be 
permitted to discriminate against 
them, denying coverage for increasing 
premiums based on their disabilities. 
Repeal would also allow insurance 
companies again to impose annual and 
lifetime limits on coverage for every 
American. 

Do not repeal the Affordable Care 
Act. Show us the beef. Show us the al-
ternative. 

f 

PREMIUMS HAVE GONE UP, NOT 
DOWN 

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, 
ObamaCare is built on broken prom-
ises. 

President Obama promised that, 
through his healthcare law, premiums 
would go down. Instead, they have gone 
up. In most States, premiums have in-
creased by double digits. In some 
States, like Oklahoma, premiums are 
going up by as much as 76 percent. 

I am from Indiana. In Indiana, in 
2017, based upon current enrollments, 
the average rate will increase by 18.7 
percent. Overall, the premiums in Indi-
ana have gone up by 70 percent since 
the Affordable Care Act was first en-
acted. 

Not only are Americans paying more 
for coverage, the costs have gone up as 
well: out-of-pocket costs, deductibles. 
For 2017, four carriers will be selling on 
the Indiana Marketplace. I have one 
county in my district, Wayne County, 
where no carriers provide for the local 
hospital. 

Today, we will start a process of 
keeping our promises, Mr. Speaker. We 
promised the American people that we 
would repeal and replace this failed 
healthcare law. Only in Washington 
would keeping your promise somehow 
be controversial. 

f 

KEEP THE ACA 
(Mr. HECK asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HECK. Mr. Speaker, I have a con-
stituent named Martha. She goes by 
Marty. 

Marty was studying to earn her bach-
elor’s degree in nursing at Pacific Lu-

theran University when she was diag-
nosed with rectal cancer. Not good. 

Without medical insurance, as we all 
know, that is a certain death sentence. 
There is no other way about it. But it 
wasn’t for Marty. Frankly, less than a 
year before she had finally found af-
fordable healthcare insurance for her-
self through the Washington State 
Health Benefit Exchange. 

Every family, every person in this 
Chamber, has been affected by it. Can-
cer has a way of ripping bodies apart, 
ripping families apart, and ripping 
communities apart. 

It didn’t rip Marty apart. Through 
her strength, courage, and health in-
surance, she persevered. She has con-
viction that God used her community 
of friends and her family and the Af-
fordable Care Act to help her through 
treatment and into recovery. 

Not only could Marty share that 
story with me back in 2015, but she 
graduated cum laude from PLU in 
nursing just this last December. I am 
sharing her remarkable story with 
you—it could be replicated millions of 
times—to urge you to set aside and rise 
above partisan politics and not repeal 
the lifesaving Affordable Care Act. I 
ask you to do this not just for the sake 
of Marty, but because there, my 
friends, but for the grace of God, go 
each and every one of us. 

f 

WE ARE HERE TO FIX OBAMACARE 

(Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, the ACA, ObamaCare, or 
whatever you want to characterize it 
as, is broken, and we are here to fix it. 
We want to empower patients. We want 
to bring health care back to the Amer-
ican people. 

Let me talk about access to insur-
ance coverage. People have less access 
today to insurance coverage than at 
actually any time in the past. Instead 
of competition to bring down and drive 
down insurance costs, one-third of the 
counties in the United States have 
only one choice of an insurance carrier, 
which is no choice at all. No competi-
tion. Insurance carriers are pulling out 
of the exchanges en masse, citing 
unsustainable costs because of 
ObamaCare. 

The American people are demanding 
change. Enough is enough. They want 
relief. They want competition. They 
want lower costs. They want better 
quality. 

We are here to fix ObamaCare and 
honor the promise to the American 
people to empower the patients of 
America to give them the choice, the 
quality, and the cost control they so 
desperately need and that ObamaCare 
robbed them of. 

f 

NOT ATTENDING INAUGURATION 

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to tell my constituents that I 
will not be attending the inauguration 
of Donald Trump as our next President. 

My absence is not motivated by dis-
respect for the office or motivated by 
disrespect for the government that we 
have in this great democracy but as an 
individual act, yes, of defiance at the 
disrespect shown to millions and mil-
lions of Americans by this incoming 
administration and by the actions we 
are taking in this Congress. 

The majority of voters rejected 
Trump. They deserve respect. The 20 
million-plus Americans threatened by 
the repeal of the Affordable Care Act 
without a replacement deserve respect. 
The millions who did not vote because 
they blame both parties deserve re-
spect. 

I will be at home in Arizona meeting 
with seniors, the immigrant commu-
nity, folks who care about the environ-
ment and climate change, healthcare 
providers, and marching in Tucson 
with folks who will demand respect. I 
will be talking about the need to de-
fend and protect the future for all 
Americans. 

Rather than participate in the inau-
guration, I will be participating in my 
district and reaffirming and renewing 
this democracy and the people that are 
part of it. 

f 

SAVE CHRISTIANS IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST 

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I will reintroduce legislation en-
titled, Save the Christians From Geno-
cide Act. The bill declares Christians 
and Yazidis in Iraq, Syria, Pakistan, 
Iran, and Libya as targets of genocide, 
and thus gives them a priority for im-
migrant and refugee visas. 

Importantly, this bill does not cir-
cumvent or change current vetting 
processes, but rather simply ensures 
that these targets of genocide are 
placed at the front of the line for im-
migration and refugee visa processing. 

The Save the Christians From Geno-
cide Act was submitted but not 
brought to the floor for a vote in the 
last Congress. During that time, thou-
sands of Christians have been killed 
and often turned into helpless and 
hopeless refugees on the run from rad-
ical Islamic terrorism. The Save the 
Christians From Genocide Act will give 
Middle East Christians a safe haven. 

Christians are being slaughtered. As 
we speak today, Christians are being 
slaughtered in the Middle East. We 
must save them if we can. 

f 

MENTAL HEALTH AND THE ACA 
(Mrs. NAPOLITANO asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 
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Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, 

one of ObamaCare’s most critical suc-
cesses was increased mental health 
services. 

Because of ACA, over 48 million are 
now covered by mental health and par-
ity laws. Insurance companies can no 
longer deny coverage for patients need-
ing mental health services, but we do 
need tougher enforcement on this, as 
well as the insurance rate increases. 

The ACA expanded Medicaid, the sin-
gle largest payer of behavioral health 
services, to a new population. That has 
allowed over 1.6 million Americans to 
gain access to substance abuse treat-
ment. 

Last month, we signed into law re-
forms to mental health and substance 
abuse grants and services. Repealing 
ACA would harm those advances. ACA 
should be strengthened, not repealed, 
so more Americans have access to life-
saving mental health services. 

We must move mental health for-
ward, not back. Support ACA. 

f 

b 0915 

STOP THIS MADNESS 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people have directly felt the 
cost of our Nation’s interventionist 
wars, a cost borne by our Nation’s sons 
and daughters who have served and by 
communities and people in every part 
of this country. 

We have spent trillions of dollars on 
regime-change wars in the Middle East 
while communities like mine in Hawaii 
face a severe lack of affordable hous-
ing, aging infrastructure, the need to 
invest in education, health care, and so 
much more. 

Our limited resources should go to-
ward rebuilding our communities here 
at home, not fueling more counter-
productive regime-change wars abroad. 
I have introduced the Stop Arming 
Terrorists Act, legislation that would 
stop our government from using tax-
payer dollars to directly or indirectly 
support groups who are allied with and 
supporting terrorist groups like ISIS 
and al Qaeda in their war to overthrow 
the Syrian Government. 

The fact that our resources are being 
used to strengthen the very terrorist 
groups we should be focused on defeat-
ing should alarm every American. I 
urge my colleagues to support this bi-
partisan legislation and stop this mad-
ness. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF S. CON. RES. 3, CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017, AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF S. 84, PROVIDING FOR EXCEP-
TION TO LIMITATION AGAINST 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONS AS 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WITH-
IN SEVEN YEARS OF RELIEF 
FROM ACTIVE DUTY 
Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-

rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 48 and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 48 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the concurrent resolution 
(S. Con. Res. 3) setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2017 and setting forth 
the appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal 
years 2018 through 2026. The first reading of 
the concurrent resolution shall be dispensed 
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution are 
waived. General debate shall not exceed two 
hours, with 90 minutes of general debate con-
fined to the congressional budget equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
the Budget and 30 minutes of general debate 
on the subject of economic goals and policies 
equally divided and controlled by Represent-
ative Tiberi of Ohio and Representative 
Carolyn Maloney of New York or their re-
spective designees. After general debate the 
concurrent resolution shall be considered for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. The 
concurrent resolution shall be considered as 
read. No amendment shall be in order except 
the amendment printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Such amendment may be offered 
only by the Member designated in the report, 
shall be considered as read, and shall be de-
batable for the time specified in the report 
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent. All points of order 
against such amendment are waived. After 
the conclusion of consideration of the con-
current resolution for amendment, the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the concurrent 
resolution to the House with such amend-
ment as may have been adopted. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the concurrent resolution and on any 
amendment thereto to adoption without in-
tervening motion. The concurrent resolution 
shall not be subject to a demand for division 
of the question of its adoption. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (S. 84) to provide for an exception to a 
limitation against appointment of persons as 
Secretary of Defense within seven years of 
relief from active duty as a regular commis-
sioned officer of the Armed Forces. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
bill are waived. The bill shall be considered 
as read. All points of order against provi-
sions in the bill are waived. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill and on any amendment thereto to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) 90 minutes of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Armed 
Services; and (2) one motion to commit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), 
my good friend, pending which I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose 
of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, House 

Resolution 48 provides for consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 3, the FY17 budget 
resolution, as well as consideration of a 
bill to move forward on the process of 
confirming our civilian Secretary of 
Defense, former General Mattis. 

Mr. Speaker, the rule is a structured 
rule today to move expeditiously on 
both of these measures, and in the time 
we have gotten to spend together, Mr. 
Speaker, you know I am a fan of the 
festival of democracy that can be the 
Committee on Rules process, particu-
larly the appropriations process. But 
there are times where moving expedi-
tiously is required, and today is one of 
those days. 

You are not going to see a rule like 
this come very often because we are 
considering the FY17 budget resolution 
today. Historically, as you know, in 
this Chamber, when we get ready to 
consider budget resolutions, Mr. 
Speaker, we are considering every sin-
gle one that any Member of Congress 
would have an opportunity to write. 
That process takes place every spring 
to meet the statutory deadline of pass-
ing budgets by April. This is not that 
budget today, Mr. Speaker. 

This is a budget, as you know, to 
move us forward on a reconciliation 
process to finish up the FY17 budget 
process, and rather than considering 
all the amendments that one might 
have to offer, we have made in order 
just one. It is the Democratic sub-
stitute. It is offered by my good friend, 
the ranking member on the Committee 
on the Budget, Mr. YARMUTH, and it is 
absolutely worthy of the Membership’s 
consideration. But it is not going to be 
a vote-a-rama on every budget known 
to mankind. It will be the underlying 
budget from the House Committee on 
the Budget as well as one substitute 
from the ranking member. 

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to con-
sideration of the measure to waive a 
statutory prohibition on naming a ci-
vilian Secretary of Defense who has 
been out of the military for less than 7 
years, we are also offering that under a 
closed rule today. No amendments are 
going to be made in order. You may 
not know, Mr. Speaker, but that is the 
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